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Chapter 1: Spaniards and Native Americans

	The first Chapter of Gonzales’ book gave a greater outline of Mexican history from Pre-European history all the way up until the Conquest of the Aztecs in 1521. While I must admit that the beginning of the chapter was relatively slow, It definitely picked up towards the end of the chapter. The hardest thing for me to follow in the chapter was trying to remember all the names and dates. It felt like I was reading the Game of Thrones series. As the chapter progressed, it got less dense and the wealth of different names started to die down and names started to show up more than once, the most prominent I think being Cortes; and for good reason. In the first chapter, it was interesting to see the overall cooperation with the Spanish that native population was showing, but as I read on, I began to see why they were cooperative. The Conquistadors used the outlying Indian tribes’ disdain for the Aztecs to fight for them. And by fight for them, I mean use them as a labor force to build ships to siege Tenochtitlan. For the most part, it seems that the Spanish’s biggest weapon during the conquering of the Aztecs were their words. They managed to cause so much chaos with minimal fighting. 
Regrettably, I must say that before reading the chapters, I knew very little about Mexican history. I had heard a few of the names before like Hernan Cortes, Ponce de Leon, and Tenochtitlan, but I knew very little about the what events had actually transpired. I feel that Gonzales tries his best to write from a neutral viewpoint, which I feel that a few people in the class had a problem with. I can understand that people that are very passionate about certain events in history that were either extremely wonderful or terrible. However as a scholarly author, Gonzales has to keep his personal opinions out of his writing. 
It’s not really my place to say whether or not his writings are accurate, but If I had to say something, I would say that it is believable. Of course, it goes without saying that many things that the Spanish did to the native population was terrible, but it also goes without saying that the things that the Aztecs did to it’s people were terrible as well. I think that we cannot distinguish who was right and who was wrong. “Evil” is such a subjective thing. We could (and I feel like we will on the forums) argue and debate each other forever about who was right and who was wrong. While it may sound pessimistic of me to say, I’m not surprised to find out that the Spanish did what they did. If there is things to profit from, humans will do almost anything to attain it. 

Chapter 2: The Spanish Frontier

	During this chapter, we start to see the Spanish, French and English make a mad dash to occupy as much territory as they can. From what I read, it seemed like a very Wild West sort of place. For example, René-Robert Cavelier is killed by mutineers during his attempt to set up a fur trading route down the Mississippi River, and the English Sea Captain Francis Drake conducts a series of assaults on coastal cities and generally causes as much disruption as he can. I feel like this is what science fiction novelists draw their inspiration from when it comes to world building frontier worlds. It seemed to me that the Spanish spend a majority of this chapter laying as much foundation as they can and asserting their dominance as much as they possibly can. We see an influx in missionaries to bring culture to the “Savages” and we find that they’re not afraid to make examples of people that try to rise up. 
The bloodiest example that I recall from the chapter is what they did to the people of Ácoma. A group of Spaniards sent out by Oñate to make contact with the people of the pueblo were killed by its inhabitants. This did not sit well with Oñate. He then promptly sieged the pueblo, killing five hundred men,  three hundred women and children, and taking 80 men and 500 women and children alive as slaves. All those that were over the age of twelve were sentenced to twenty years hard labor, and the men that were over the age of twenty-one had one of their foots chopped off; All in the name of making an example of the consequences of being recalcitrant. As an aside, I did in fact learn the word recalcitrant from this book.
The other thing that stuck out to me most in this chapter was something that the author said rather than a specific event. Gonzales said “Ignorance breed contempt, and the Spanish saw many things that they did not understand.” I think that this is a well written quote in the sense that it describes both the historical relationship that it the Spanish had had with the Indians, and also how many people view eachother’s cultures today. It is interesting to see how  Gonzales explains that the Spanish Clergy saw Indians as the sons of God and that since they had the capability of learning language and accepting God, that they were essentially equal, but on the other hand recounting the events in which the Indians were exploited and thought of as inferiors. I sort of understand what he is trying to do. He is attempting to be as netutral as possible, and exploring every aspect of the the Spanish and Native American relationship. 
I believe that this is the specific section in which most of the current students in the class disagree with. Gonzales acknowledges that the while the Spanish were extremely terrible in some aspects, they made a considerable impact and left an “Imprint” on the land that they colonized. I can understand how it seems like is trying to make a concession statement, but really I feel like he is just noting that they were influential despite all the terrible things that they did. 	
	

