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A History of the Mexican American People,” by Julian Samora and Patricia Vandel 
Simon, http://www.jsri.msu.edu/museum/pubs/MexAmHist/chapter16.html; Maria Möller, 
‘Philadelphia’s Mexican War Workers,” Pennsylvania Legacies, November 2003, Vol. 3 (2), 16.
This source outlined all the ways that Mexican Americans helped the war effort during the time of World War II. Some were drafted through Bracero Program to agricultural jobs in the production of food, many Mexican-American men and women worked in the factories, filled the jobs of those that joined the war effort, and joined the war effort abroad themselves. Mexican-American soldiers fought in every major battle in World War II from North Africa to the Battle of the Bulge. This article had said that Mexican-Americans had received the most congressional medals of honor winners than any other Minority in the United States. Due to the labor shortage during the war, the United States turned to those that were recruited through the Bracero program to fill the shortage. Not only did Braceros move from agriculture to the factories, but were also a huge part of the construction of railroads. By 1945, approximately 1,000 braceros worked on the pennsylvania railroad, with most of them living in “Boxcar camps” in which they would live in substandard living conditions and had limited access to the outside world, and poor healthcare. This prompted the Philadelphia’s International Institute to form the Philadelphia Regional Committee of Mexican War Workers. This institute organized a series of events and activities to respond to the conditions of the labor camps with things like weekly english classes, recreational shopping, sports events and settled disputes in labor contracts. The creation of these wartime labor jobs prompted an exodus to more urban areas of the United States. This article mentions that California grew to have a population of Mexican-Americans rivaling that of Texas. This migration however had various consequences.  

Novas, H. (1994). Everything you need to know about Latino history. New York: Plume.
	This source writes much about Latino history, but the section that I decided to look up was that that talked about the Zoot Suit riots. in 1943, a few sailors on leave got into a brawl. They claimed to get into a brawl with Pachucos, which were Mexican American teens that dressed in zoot suits, very familiar to the style of clothing that young people in harlem wore. The newspapers in LA had continuously wrote how the high the crime rates were and directly blamed Pachucos. This continuous affirmation that Mexican American youth were the cause of the rise in crime had caused Anglo Americans to develop a disdain for Pachucos or “Zoot-Suiters”. The Sailors had instigated the brawl, but the LA newspapers had “fueled the fear and fury of Anglos” in LA.  The next day, over two hundred servicemen and sailors took to neighborhoods and started beating anyone they thought looked like Pachucos. The book mentioned that African-Americans and Filipino Americans were beaten during the riot. In just a few days the population of those rioting had escalated to around 7 thousand and had even spread to other cities, with some authorities looking the other way during the riots. Mexican-Americans had fought back, but were outnumbered. After two weeks, the government had called for military intervention. The Zoot Suit Riot along with the Sleepy Lagoon Murder was what started the first sparks of the Mexican-American Civil Rights Movement and would be later be spearheaded by Cesar Chavez.    

THE BRACERO PROGRAM, 1942-1964: THE DEMISE OF THE MEXICAN REVOLUTION    AND BIRTH OF THE U.S. IMMIGRATION CRISIS by Mateo Carillo
This source talked in great detail about the Bracero program during the 1940’s, and as the title says, the downfall of the Mexican Revolution and the birth of the immigration crisis. The thesis started off talking about the events leading up to the program, mainly the migration to the United States. In the second chapter, Carillo stated that the chapter would examine “political and socio-economic reality facing both the United States and Mexico that led to the call for and creation of the Bracero Program”. He started off the chapter by defining what the Bracero program was supposed to do for mexican immigrants. “[The Bracero Agreements] provide an opportunity to earn high wages, a noble adventure for our youth, and, above all, proof of our cooperation in the victory of our cause.” Carillo quoted Ezequiel Padilla, the Mexican secretary of foreign affairs for the quote. He then proceeded to outline the events leading up to the Bracero Program by talking about how the newly elected president Manuel Avila Camancho had strived for industrialization following the Revolution and that President F.D. Roosevelt had a desire for Mexico’s biggest natural resource: It’s manpower. Following that, Carillo stated that the Mexican Government was hesitant to enter into the program due to the former abuses of the Mexican people by the American Government. To try and counteract this, the mexican government chose to work with the US farmers themselves rather than the American government, but eventually, US farmers would then find a way to exploit their position at the expense of the American Government. 

Mize, R. , & Swords, A. (2010). Consuming Mexican Labor : From the Bracero Program to NAFTA.Toronto: University of Toronto Press.
The authors come on strong with the title of this article. “Consuming Mexican Labor” gives the image that Mexican labor is a consumable resource. This matches up with the previous authors statement about the American government and that they viewed Mexican-American labor as Mexico’s biggest natural resource. This article further reinforces the fact that the Bracero Program was wildly in the favor of the United States Government and that the workers in the program were freely exploited for the next twenty years that it existed. The source further documents the living conditions of workers in the program and the authors liken them to that of a military barracks. As mentioned in an earlier source, this source also notes how some workers were not allowed to have private lives.
The authors discuss how many of those that migrated had no real choice in whether or not they should. In the previous source, Carillo quotes the Mexican secretary of state’s description of what the Bracero program was and how it seemed like an adventure for youth and a way to get high paying wages. Youth in Mexico whose parents decided to migrate seldom had a choice of their own of whether or not they would migrate. Their parents would take them along and then they would hear about how it could be an “adventure” for the youth. The source mentions that what they wrote about the labor camps was taken from first hand accounts of Braceros that were employed and lived in the labor camps. I believe that this is a great source of what really happened. 

Seattle Civil Rights and Labor History Project, chapter 5 by Oscar Rosales Castañeda https://depts.washington.edu/civilr/farmwk_ch5.htm 
This sources talks about the twenty years following the World War II and Post-Bracero era. I chose this source because I thought it would be useful in showing what the time period had spawned for Mexican-American Civil Rights. The author starts off by talking about how the population of Mexican-American workers had eventually consolidated into areas such as Yakima Valley, Toppenish and Sunnyside. Following in the footsteps of the Civil Rights movements, The Nation Farm Labor Union commenced a strike one thousand strong. The source goes on to further outline the history of Unions striking and how many braceros worked toward the cause. Castañeda mentioned that the strikers were met with much resistance, but that trend would soon change in the 1950’s. Castañeda talks about the Mexican American Political Association and the Community Service Organization and how it served as a training ground for various activists and organizers, one of whom was Cesar Chavez.  
This source serves a good bridging point between the time directly following World War II and the rise of Mexican American Labor Unions. Following the explanation of the 1950’s, the source goes on to discuss about the early work of Cesar Chavez and the birth of the United Farm Workers.  I focused on one chapter of this history project, but this was only the middle point of the history timeline. It starts at pre 1905, and ends around 2006, mainly because this was finished and copywritten in 2009. I believe that this source offers a wealth of information that would be very useful in a research project which wishes to delve further.

Levy, J. E., & Chavez, C. (1975). Cesar Chavez: autobiography of La Causa. 
New York: Norton.
	What better way to learn about Cesar Chavez and the work that he did than by the man himself. The reason why I chose this source last is because I wanted to culminate my research with Cesar Chavez mainly because of the fact that I think that he, in my opinion is the the face of Mexican-American workers rights. While he may have not done it single handedly, it is generally accepted, especially in California. While it is written informally, it accurately depicts the events leading up to the work that made him famous. The is split into six parts. It starts off with Chavez talking about how the internal struggles that he had when he was starting out, which followed by the years before the Bracero Program up until the inception of labor unions. The following four parts chronicle the journey over the next twenty years and the legacy that he leaves behind. 
I would say that this book serves as a great source in terms of the work that Cesar Chavez did and a a great supplementary source in researching the Bracero Program and all its faults. It also aptly documents the resistance that met Chavez during his career. This source covers in a first hand account most of the areas that I chose to cover in this bibliography and serves as a proficient glue to put all the information together. 
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