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Manifest Destiny

	Manifest destiny is the ideology that Americans were supposed to expand westward and populate and settle the west with a “Noble Race”. This ideology had caused much controversy and stymied relationships with both the Mexican and Native American population during the time of the move westward in colonizing the territory in which is now the United States.  Ideology aside, there were some infrastructural reasons for Manifest Destiny, the ideology painted it in an attractive light for Americans. PBS.org suggests that one of the primary motivating factors was the fact that America’s birthrate was getting too high for the current amount of land that was available at the time. They say that between 1820 to 1850, more than four million people had migrated west. Another reason was the fact that the two depressions had drove people to live in the frontiers with hopes of new forms of trade and commerce, and that the new land was extremely cheap and in some cases free. While the latter was true, to acquire the land others had to be pushed out. Mexico had attempted to combat this after they won their independence from Spain in 1821, but the aftermath of the war had left them little resources to do along with the constant danger of Apache attacks on outerlying territories. Also these territories were usually at odds with the centralized Mexican government. This gave the US the perfect chance to integrate themselves into Mexican cities to the point where Americans were the majority of the cities’ population. From there, The US government was hard at work trying to find ways to get what they wanted, all the land in the west, and eventually used war as an option when no other options were available to them. Gonzales’ Mexicanos gives an account of all the backroom politics that were involved in the taking of the west from Mexico. He suggests that President James K. Polk had attempted to aggrivate Mexico into declaring war on the United States in order to take the territories by force. He did this through employing people to persuade Mexican government officials that it would be in the country’s best interest to integrate into the Union and had settlers get as far into Mexican territories to provoke Mexico. When war finally broke out, the US ultimately got what they wanted through the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, in which most of Mexico’s Northern territories were given over the U.S.  Even though we have moved as far westward as we possibly can, we still hold that mentality in mind when we police the world. the US has the mindset that we need to help people and give them the gift of democracy and the like. Just like in the 1800’s, many people don’t like the fact that the United States has this mentality and paints the country in a very imperialistic light. 
