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Chapter 3: The Mexican Far North
	
	Chapter 3 is about the events leading up to, and the conclusion of the Mexican-American war. Gonzales starts off the chapter by first mentioning all the things that were happening in Spain around the time that Mexico was planning to declare independence from Spain. Napoleon was ripe into his conquest of Europe. Once he had conquered Spain, he dethroned King Ferdinand VII and replaced him with his brother Joseph Bonaparte. The Mexican war for independence started in 1810 and ended in 1812. After awhile however, the Mexico slowly starts to lose its control over the outerlying territiories due to things like increasing Apache attacks and encroachment of American traders and settlers. Eventually, Americans, or “Anglos” as they are called in the chapter manage to infiltrate into previously exclusively Mexican territories to the point where Mexicans become the minority. This causes much tension among both the American and Mexican population which later lead to the violent conflicts and eventually the Mexican-American War. While the war is happening, President James K. Polk sends Nicolas Trist to negotiate with the Mexican government to end the war. This leads to the drafting, signing and ratification of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. It is mentioned in the book that President Polk was very dissatisfied with the terms of the treaty but ratified it anyway. The treaty causes Mexico to lose most of its northern territories. 
	In this chapter, we witness the start of the United States Empire. There weren’t very much politics in terms land acquisition except for the Louisiana purchase. While the US did pay for thirty thousand squre miles of land in the treaty of mesilla in 1835, there were a number of outlying factors that led to it. In chapter 3, we see Americans start to slowly show up in mexican territories under the gulse of trade and the like.  Mountain men form trade routes for fur trading. I feel that this is the awkward teenage phase of US where they’re still growing and that hey still have something to prove, so they want to get as much as the can. I thought that it was an interesting strategy that the US used to get what it wanted; land. According to the book the US slowly provoked Mexico into declaring war against them through tactics like provocation through violence and mass immigration into primarily Mexican cities which caused a good amount of revolts up until the point of declaration of war by which time President Polk had had most of his tactics planned in how he would win the war. 
	While I do agree that what the US did during that time was rather immoral, I believe that the author should have been less biased in his writing. I understand that he has strong feelings toward what happened during that ime period, but in my opinion I feel that he should let the reader develop their own ideas and opinions of what had transpired during this time, rather than let his own emotions go into his writing. If one were to read this book on their own time, it would be a different story, 

Chapter 4: the American Southwest

	Chapter 4 gives us a detailed account on the aftermath of the Mexican-American war and how it affected the people. The US had won and started introducing its own legislations in the new colonies. The main idea that Gonzales wanted point out was the discrimination against non Anglo and how the the discriminated population had dealth with it. For example when gold was found in a newly American territory aquired from the treaty of mesilla, any foreign miner that wanted to prospect gold in the area had to pay a 20 dollar a month fee because of the the Foreign Miner’s License Tax. This tax applied exclusively to foreigners and didn’t require Anglos to pay. Another prime example is the Chinese exclusion act of 1882 in which all Chinese immigrants were barred access into the country. This was after the fact that mostly Chinese workers were used to build the Transcontinental Railroad. The Land act of 1851 was another form of oppression that the US government had enacted. This had caused anyone that was granted land by the Mexican or Spanish government to provide proof of ownership in the forms of deeds and the like. It was often impossible to for landowners to provide proof. These government legislations in conjunction with frequent Indian attacks caused the rise of things like social banditry in which people would resort to lives of crime becaue they had no other way to deal with the oppression and the terrible situations that they were put in. 
	I thought that this chapter was very interesting because it focused more on a the sociological implications and consequences of America’s annexation of its new territories and how the oppressed people of those territories rose to the occasion and made due with what they could. It’s always interesting to see what other people had to deal with and really puts into perspective how luck I really am. Today we see people say on twitter or facebook say that they hate their lives because their families got them the black iPhone rather than the white one, or that they didn’t get the new car they were promised for Christmas. But during the period after the War, people had to worry about whether or not they would live through the day and had to live in constant fear of war, heavy discrimination and whether or not they would be attacked by Apaches. It was very much a new frontier and was very much in need of development. I can relate to how people like Tioburco Vasquez would turn to a life of banditry.  When you don’t have much and you see so many people that have too much, I can see how frustrating it could be. I really learned a lot about aspects of early western American history that’s glossed over in school. I mentioned in the previous chapter review that Gonzales was very biased around the end of the chapter. This chapter seemed a lot less so.  I thought that this chapter was much more well written than the previous because it was more hard facts and there was less opinion in the explanation of the events that had transpired. 
