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1. Mal De Ojo- Not an exclusively Mexican superstition, the Evil Eye is a malicious look that is thought to cause injury or misfortune to the person that’s being stared at. According to MedicalSpanish.com, the look is often not intentional and can be cured through a number of different ways depending on the culture. (http://www.medicalspanish.com/cultural-topics/mal-de-ojo.html) 
2. Quetzalcoatl- The winged serpent god is mentioned in Mexicanos as one of the main Aztec deities. The name is of Nahuatl origin and is thought to have appeared as early as the Teotihuacan (3rd to 8th Century). It is thought to be the inventor of the calendar and identified with the planet venus (http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/487168/Quetzalcoatl)
3. Aztlan- Aztlan is the fabled origin home of the Aztecs, thought to be northern mexico. Aztlan roughly translates to the “Place of Whiteness” or the “Place of the Heron”. It is widely debated on whether or not Aztlan ever existed at all.  (http://archaeology.about.com/od/aterms/a/Aztlan.html)
4. Tonantzin- meaning “Our Revered Mother”, this title is given to multiple female deities. For example, Mother Earth, Bringer of Maize, and Honored grandmother can be called Tonantzin. Our lady of Guadalupe is thought to be a christianized version of Tonantzin. http://www.princeton.edu/~achaney/tmve/wiki100k/docs/Tonantzin.html
5.  La Llorona- From growing up in my hometown, I learned about the La Llarona from friends during childhood. From my understanding, La Llarona was a woman that drowned her children, eventually turns into a ghost and takes little children that are bad. However, doing a little research I found that apparently la Llorona is thought to be a Post-Humous La Malinche that killed her and Cortes’ children. http://www.lallorona.com/1legend.html 
6. La Virgin de Guadalupe- The Patron Saint of Mexico, Our lady of Guadalupe appeared to a man named Juan Diego and asked that a shrine be built in her name. Apparently, it is said that the story of La Virgin de Guadalupe was a contributing factor to converting the indigenous people of Mexico to Christianity.http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/12/12/virgen-de-guadalupe_n_4434582.html
7. Curanderos- Spiritual healers that use holistic medicine in conjunction with various prayers and rituals to heal someone.There are at least three specializations of curanderos. Yerberos, who use herbs and medicinal plants to heal, Parteras, midwives who help during the birthing process, and Sobadores, Individuals trained in healing massages. http://voxxi.com/2013/09/23/what-are-curanderos-in-hispanic-cultures/
8. Semena Santa- Holy week celebrated every year in Spain. It is during the week before Easter Sunday. Little shops are usually closed for the weeks events and there is a parade in which 17th century styled floats of Jesus and the virgin mary are paraded down the street. Also, restaurants are usually packed. http://web.schc.sc.edu/Samantha_Ward_Senior_Thesis/SemanaSanta.html
9. Pocho-  a Derogatory term to refer to a Mexican that has become Americanized; Usually when they lose their grasp of the Spanish language. Apparently, the tension over the term is traced back to the time of La Malinche. I had no idea there was so much controversy over her. http://www.urbandictionary.com/define.php?term=Pocho
10.   Comadre and Compadre-  According to Merriam-Webster, a Comadre is the godmother of one’s child and a compadre is what you would call your friend. Perhaps the two can be used interchangeably. http://www.spanishcentral.com/translate/comadre
11.  Dia de Los Muertos- A three day celebration in which people remember all those that have passed away. It is said that it dates back to Aztec times, in which they had festivals to celebrate the goddess Mictecacihuatl. However, I’m pretty sure those festivities were a little more morbid; and sacrificial. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Day_of_the_Dead
12. Quinto Sol- Considered to be the last to ever set in its lifetime, or the five days before the new fifty-two year calendar cycle begins. For five days, people do nothing, and on the sixth day for the next twelve days, people dance and celebrate. When a star cluster hits the zenith, priests stab into the honored sacrifice and set his insides on fire.Once the spark ignites they take out the heart and cast it into a brazier. How metal. Also, Quito Sol was the first fully independent publishing house that came from the Chicano radicalism movement of the 1960’s. Founded by Octavio I. Romano, worked towards producing material that promoted “cultural unity and self-determination.” The first journal that Quinto Sol produced was called El Grito: A Journal of Contemporary Mexican-American Thought. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quinto_Sol /http://www.mexconnect.com/articles/199-mysteries-of-the-fifth-sun-the-aztec-calendar
13. La Pastorela- A play that recreates biblical passages. Thought to be a staple of Christmas celebration. The most popular being the biblical passage where the shepards follow the star of Bethlehem to find sweet baby Jesus.http://www.inside-mexico.com/pastorelas.htm
14. La Noche Triste- The night where things go south for Cortes and his men in Tenochtitlan. During this night, Cortes was one of the few men to make it out of the Aztec city. What set this event in motion was the death of Moctezuma II, who had previously been a hostage of the Spaniards. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Noche_Triste
15. Brujeria- is the Spanish word for Witchcraft who use black magic to do sinister things. Truly fascinating. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brujer%C3%ADa
16. La Raza Cosmica- is a term coined by Mexican Philosopher Jose Vasconcelos. In the essay he talks about a “Cosmic Race”. Ultimately I think he is talking about a race in which he has a little of every ethnicity in them, making them a child of the world. I can understand how this would be desirable, because the homogeneity would give no room for ethnic discrimination. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Raza_C%C3%B3smica
17. 12-21-2012Mayan Calendar- is the end of the Mayan Calendar. Supposedly it was thought that the world would end, however, we’re still here. Alive and well. I think it was misinterpreted that the world would end, when rather, this age would come to an end. As far as I can tell though, nothing really has changed.
18. The Inca- ruled the largest empire in South America, centered in what is now Peru. They were and advanced society that would expand their influence by indoctrinating the children of people who they had conquered or persuaded to join their empire. The Spanish managed to conquer them relatively easily due to their advanced technology in warfare and the fact that the Incas were not accustomed to European diseases, which severely deflated their numbers, consequently making them an easier target. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inca_Empire

